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Public Health Division 

Center for Health Protection, Drinking Water Services 

Tina Kotek, Governor

 
March 5, 2026 
 
Holly Norcom, GIT (hnorcom@gsiws.com)   
GSI, Water Solutions, Inc. 
650 NE Holladay St., Ste 900 
Portland, OR 97232 
 
Sent by email only 
 
Re: Fisher Farm Wells #1-4 (PR# 16-2026) 
 City of Dayton (PWS ID# 00252) 

Site Plan Approval 
 
Dear Ms. Norcom: 
 
Thank you for your submittal to the Oregon Health Authority’s Drinking Water Services 
(DWS) of plan review information for the Fisher Well project on behalf of the City of Dayton. 
On January 28, 2026, our office received site maps, well logs, land use statement, water 
right information and three construction standard waiver requests.  A plan review fee 
payment in the amount of $4,125 was also received on January 28, 2026, at which time 
plan id #16-2026 was assigned.  
 
Project Description 
The project includes the development of up to four existing wells to be included under an 
existing entry point (EP-B).  Provide all four wells are developed, they will be assigned as 
follows: 

 
EP-B          EP for Wells 
SRC-BH 1979 Fisher Well #1 - YAMH5370 
SRC-BI 1980 Fisher Well #2 - YAMH5369 
SRC-BJ 2001 Fisher Well #3 - YAMH52469 
SRC-BK 1989 Fisher Well #4 - YAMH5447 

 
Since the aquifers in this area of Yamhill County contain low levels of methane, it is 
anticipated that the methane will be removed with methane strippers.  The methane 
strippers will be installed at the wellhead (if needed) before the water is then conveyed to 

mailto:hnorcom@gsiws.com
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00252
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00252
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5370
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5369
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=52469
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5447
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the Dayton Water Treatment Plant (WTP-B) which removes iron & manganese from the 
water before it flows to the Dayton storage reservoir.   
 
Well Evaluation Results – All 4 wells adequately constructed into confined aquifers 
Four well logs were provided on January 28, 2026 (YAMH5369, YAMH5370, YAMH5447, 
and YAMH52469).  A regional geologist in our program, Tom Pattee, reviewed the well 
wells and provided his comments to me on February 23, 2026.  Mr. Pattee noted that all 
four wells were considered adequately constructed into confined aquifers with a low 
susceptibility to contamination from nearby land use practices.  These findings are 
enclosed with this letter.  
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Waiver Request Results – All 3 setback/hazard waiver requests were approved 
As provided under  OAR 333-061-0055 (end of page 26), Drinking Water Services may 
grant waivers from construction standards under some conditions.  Setback/hazard waiver 
requests were submitted on January 28, 2026 for Fisher Wells #2, #3, and #4 (see 
enclosed summary).  The waivers were assigned the following waiver ID numbers: 
 

• WV-2026-578-Dayton SRC-BI-Fisher Well #2 

• WV-2026-579-Dayton SRC-BJ-Fisher Well #3 

• WV-2026-580-Dayton SRC-BK-Fisher Well #4 
 
All three waiver requests were approved on March 5, 2026 and are available for viewing on 
our website under Plan ID# 16-2026 at: 
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00252 
 
Site Plan Approval – All 4 well locations approved 
All four well locations where the wells are currently positioned are approved.  This site plan 
approval letter is being issued at this time as opposed to a “conditional approval” letter due 
to the phased nature of the project, which follows roughly the following steps: 
 

1) The site plan approval is being sought to help identify any fatal flaws that would 
prevent approval of the constructed wells.  This phase will help the City to determine 
which wells are feasible and economically viable for development, prior to the City 
investing more time and money into further testing of each well. 

Once feasible wells are identified, GSI will conduct flow testing.  Measurements of 
methane concentrations will also be taken to determine which well is economically 
treatable and to size the methane strippers (design by Westech engineering).  The 
buildings housing the methane strippers will be based on the size of the equipment 
needed to remove the methane. 
 

2) A conditional approval letter is anticipated to be issued following receipt and approval 
of the final plans for the wellhead, methane strippers, and transmission lines tying 
the well(s) into the existing system. 
 

3) A final approval letter is anticipated to be issued once the construction is complete 
and it is demonstrated that the conditions in the conditional approval letter have been 
met. 

 
 
 

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HealthyEnvironments/DrinkingWater/Rules/Documents/61-0050.pdf#page=26
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00252
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HealthyEnvironments/DrinkingWater/Rules/Documents/61-0050.pdf#page=28
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Although the well sites for the drilled wells are approved, please submit: 
 

1.  Well driller’s reports (well logs) if alterations result in new well logs. 
2.  Well pumping test information including static water level, pumping rate, 

drawdown and rate of recovery. 
3.  Pump information. 
4.  Raw (Untreated) Water Quality Data including, SOCs, VOCs, radionuclides 

(gross alpha, uranium, and radium 226/228), IOCs and coliform bacteria. These are 
to be taken from the new wells’ raw water sample tap at the wellheads.   

5.  Engineered plans that show the above-ground well structure detail including the 
well house and concrete slab around the casing (not required for wells equipped with 
pitless adapters), pump-to-waste piping, and plans and specifications for connection 
of the new wells to the methane strippers (if applicable) and the water system.  

6.  A copy of any updated water right documentation (if applicable).  
 
The above items should reference Plan Review #16-2026 and can be emailed to me at 
evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov. Thank you for your patience in awaiting this letter and if 
you have any questions, please feel free to email me at evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov or 
call me at 971-200-0288. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Evan Hofeld, PE 
Drinking Water Services 
 
CC:  Jeremy Caudle, City of Dayton: jcaudle@daytonoregon.gov  

Don Cutler, City of Dayton: dcutler@daytonoregon.gov  
Matthew Kohlbecker, GSI: mkohlbecker@gsiws.com 
Mathew Thomas, GSI: mthomas@gsiws.com   
Denny Muchmore, Westech Engineering, Inc.: dmuchmore@westech-eng.com  
Melissa Wong, Yamhill County Public Health: wongm@yamhillcounty.gov  
Tommy Laird, OWRD WCP Inspection Coord.: Tommy.k.laird@water.oregon.gov 
Kris Byrd, OWRD WCP Section Manager: kristopher.r.byrd@water.oregon.gov 
Joel Plahn, Oregon Water Resources Dept.: Joel.M.PLAHN@water.oregon.gov 
Tom Pattee, Oregon Health Authority – DWS:  Tom.PATTEE@oha.oregon.gov  

Enclosure(s): 1) Waiver request summary 
2) Well evaluation results 
3) Site descriptions and well logs 

mailto:evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:jcaudle@daytonoregon.gov
mailto:dcutler@daytonoregon.gov
mailto:mkohlbecker@gsiws.com
mailto:mthomas@gsiws.com
mailto:dmuchmore@westech-eng.com
mailto:wongm@yamhillcounty.gov
mailto:Tommy.k.laird@water.oregon.gov
mailto:kristopher.r.byrd@water.oregon.gov
mailto:Joel.M.PLAHN@water.oregon.gov
mailto:Tom.PATTEE@oha.oregon.gov
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Summary of Waiver Requests 

Setback/hazard waiver requests were submitted on January 28, 2026 for Fisher Wells #2, 
#3, and #4 due to a variety of setback issues.   
 
The waivers were assigned the following waiver ID numbers: 
 

o WV-2026-578-Dayton SRC-BI-Fisher Well #2 
o WV-2026-579-Dayton SRC-BJ-Fisher Well #3 
o WV-2026-580-Dayton SRC-BK-Fisher Well #4 

 
All three waiver requests were approved on March 5, 2026 and are available for viewing on 
our website under Plan ID# 16-2026 at:  
 

https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00252 
 
 
WV-2026-578 - SRC-BI (Fisher Well #2 – YAMH5369) – 0050(2)(a)(E) 
 
“Based on a review of Yamhill County's septic records, YAMH 5369 (Well 2) appears to be 
located within the footprint of a septic drain field for the house at the property. The septic 
drain field is within the OAR-stipulated 100-foot setback for public water supply wells and 
septic drain fields.” 

 
“Meeting this standard is impractical given that compliance would require the City to 
abandon and reconstruct an existing septic drain field on City property in order to achieve 
the required 100-foot sanitary setback for Well 2.” 

 
“The City is requesting a waiver from this setback requirement because Well 2 is 
completed in a confined aquifer (Attachment C). Confining conditions are evident based on 
the approximately 88 feet of clay that is present between the ground surface and 
production zone of Well 2; and the fact that the static water level in Well 2 is about 25 feet 
below ground surface (bgs) [above the aquifer from 89 to 121 feet bgs (Attachment C.2)” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00252


Page 6 of 21 
City of Dayton (00252) – Site Plan Approval – Fisher Farm Wells #1-4 - PR#16-2026 

March 5, 2026 

 

800 NE Oregon St., Ste 640, Portland, OR 97232-2162 
Voice: 971-673-0405 | Fax: 503-673-0694 

All relay calls accepted | www.healthoregon.org/dws 

WV-2026-579 - SRC-BJ (Fisher Well #3 – YAMH52469) – 0050(2)(a)(E) 
 
“YAMH 52469 (Well 3) is located approximately 93 feet from tax lot 02300 where the 
property owners apply herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides. This is within the 100-foot 
sanitary setback for Well 3 and conflicts with OAR 333-061-0050 by this standard.” 

 
“Meeting this standard would be logistically difficult for the property owner of tax lot 02300 
and thereby the City given that they would need to re-program spraying machines. The 
property owner has made evident that if there's a no tolerance of these chemicals, then 
they would be unable to provide the City with an easement.” 

 
“The City is requesting a waiver from this setback requirement because Well 3 is 
completed in a confined aquifer (Attachment C). Confining conditions are evident based on 
the approximately 102 feet of clay that is present between the ground surface and 
production zone of Well 3; and the fact that the static water level in Well 3 is about 23 feet 
below ground surface (bgs) [above the aquifer from 107 to 195 feet bgs (Attachment C.3)].” 
 
WV-2026-580 - SRC-BK (Fisher Well #4 – YAMH5447) – 0050(2)(a) 
 
“Well 4 is located approximately 28 feet from an unlined flow-through conveyance ditch for 
stormwater that is seasonally dry. This ditch is potentially within the OAR-stipulated 100-
foot setback between public water supply wells and untreated stormwater disposal sites.” 

 
“Meeting the setback would require alteration to the stormwater drainage system served by 
the conveyance ditch, as previous attempts to fill it in have resulted in disruptions to the 
stormwater drainage system and localized flooding on nearby Lafayette Highway. These 
costs would be prohibitively expensive for the City.” 

 
“The City is submitting a waiver from construction standards on the grounds that Well 4 is 
in a confined aquifer (Attachment B). Confining conditions are evident based on the 
approximately 110 feet of clay that is present between the ground surface and production 
zone of Well 4; and the fact that the static water level in Well 4 is 27.91 feet bgs [above the 
aquifer from 115 to 157 feet bgs (Attachment C.4)].” 
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Well Evaluation Results 

Four well logs were provided on January 28, 2026, listed below. 
 

EP-B            EP for Wells 
SRC-BH      1979 Fisher Well #1 - YAMH5370 (no waiver requested for this) 
SRC-BI       1980 Fisher Well #2 - YAMH5369 – WV-2026-578 
SRC-BJ       2001 Fisher Well #3 - YAMH52469 – WV-2026-579 
SRC-BK      1989 Fisher Well #4 - YAMH5447 – WV-2026-580 

 
A regional geologist in our program, Tom Pattee, reviewed the well wells and provided his 
comments to me on February 23, 2026.  Mr. Pattee noted that all four wells were 
considered adequately constructed into confined aquifers with a low susceptibility to 
contamination from nearby land use practices. 
 
SRC-BH      1979 Fisher Well #1 - YAMH5370 (no waiver requested for this) 

 
 

 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5370
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5369
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=52469
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5447
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5370
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SRC-BI       1980 Fisher Well #2 - YAMH5369 – WV-2026-578 

 

 
 

 
 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5369
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SRC-BJ       2001 Fisher Well #3 - YAMH52469 – WV-2026-579 

 

 
 

 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=52469
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SRC-BK      1989 Fisher Well #4 - YAMH5447 – WV-2026-580 

 
 

 
 

 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5447
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Project and Site Description 

GSI Water Solutions, Inc. (GSI) is supporting the City with preparation of the initial plan 
review and associated due diligence activities. Upon completion of the plan review and 
receipt of OHA approval, the wells will be evaluated further, including well condition 
and pump assessments, aquifer testing, and groundwater quality sampling. 
 
Results from these efforts will inform recommendations on whether existing wells 
should be advanced toward development as permanent municipal supply sources, 
whether wells should be equipped with new pumps, and other wellhead configurations 
(e.g., addition of treatment), all of which will be documented in a final OHA plan 
review. 
 
Site Plan 
A site plan showing the locations of Wells 1 through 4 in relation to potential sanitary 
hazards was submitted as Attachment A.1. The existing wells are: 
o More than 500 feet from the 100-year floodplain shown on Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) flood maps. 
o More than 500 feet from known contaminated sites in Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) databases. 
o The City of Dayton is the legal owner of tax lots 01100, 01202, and 01501. 
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Site Visit Results 
GSI conducted a site walk on December 16, 2025, to verify site conditions. The 
following section summarizes potential sanitary hazards located within OHA setbacks 
that are stipulated in the Oregon Administrative Rules (OARs), along with plans to 
address hazards that do not meet the setbacks. 
 

 

 



Page 13 of 21 
City of Dayton (00252) – Site Plan Approval – Fisher Farm Wells #1-4 - PR#16-2026 

March 5, 2026 

 

800 NE Oregon St., Ste 640, Portland, OR 97232-2162 
Voice: 971-673-0405 | Fax: 503-673-0694 

All relay calls accepted | www.healthoregon.org/dws 

1979 Fisher Well #1 - YAMH5370 
 
Link to WRD Well Map: 
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=285774 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5370
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=285774
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1980 Fisher Well #2 - YAMH5369 
 
Link to WRD Well Map: 
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=285773 

 
 

 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5369
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=285773
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2001 Fisher Well #3 - YAMH52469 
 
Link to WRD Well Map: 
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=300681 
 

 
 
 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=52469
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=300681
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1989 Fisher Well #4 - YAMH5447 
 
Link to WRD Well Map: 
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=298947 

 
 

 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/misc/vault/vault.aspx?wl_county_code=YAMH&wl_nbr=5447
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/wl_details.aspx?wl_id=298947
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Land Use Compatibility Statement 
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Water Right Transfer Information 
 
 
  
  
 
    


