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Public Health Division 

Center for Health Protection, Drinking Water Services 

Tina Kotek, Governor

March 31, 2026 
 

Raymond C. Engel, P.E. 
Project Manager 
WESTECH ENGINEERING, INC.  
rengel@westech-eng.com  
 
Letter sent by email only 
 
Re: 2026 Waterline Improvements (PR#48-2026, SD-22-358) 
  Falls City (PWS ID#00297) 
  Conditional Approval 

 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
 
On March 30, 2026, our office received plans and specifications for the 2026 Waterline 
Improvements project for Falls City (PWS ID#00297).  A payment in the amount of 
$3,300 for the plan review fee was also received on March 30, 2026.  
 
The work involves waterline improvements and installation of primarily 8” diameter 
AWWA C-900 PVC waterline in 3 main areas as shown: 
 

1) Pine and 1st Streets., 

2) Mill Street, and 

3) Cameron Street and along 
Parry Rd and Fairview Street 
then south along Terrace 
Street. 

 
  

mailto:rengel@westech-eng.com
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00297
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00297
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The plans are approved with the following conditions needing to be met prior to Final 
Approval:  
 

1. All items in contact with potable water must meet NSF Standard 61 or 
equivalent.  

2. The design must allow for 20 psi to be maintained at all service meters.  

3. As indicated in construction note #77 on drawing G003, water and sewer line 
crossings conform to OAR 333-061-0050(9).  Waterlines running parallel to 
sewer lines must also meet OAR 333-061-0050(9) – see enclosure.  There are 
several close sewer line crossings and a few narrow lateral separations, 
examples of which are shown below. 

 
 

 
  

4. Air-relief valves must be installed at high points where air can accumulate The 
breather tube on air-relief valves must be extended above ground surface and 
provided with a screened, downward facing elbow.  
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5. Non-conductive waterlines are installed with tracer wire in accordance with OAR 
333-061-0050(8)(k) as shown below. 

 
General note #59 on drawing G003 did not address the 1,000-ft limit. 
 

6. Disinfection of the waterline must be completed according to AWWA C651. 
Results from the coliform sampling must be provided to our office.  

 
Until we receive verification that the conditions have been met and Final Approval has 
been issued, the waterlines are not approved for use. Upon completion of the project, 
the engineer must verify in writing that construction was completed according to the 
submitted plans and conditions listed above.  
 
Project Final Approval Request Form 
To close out the project and request final approval from DWS, please fill out the Project 
Final Approval request form and email the completed form and a set of as-builts to 
me at evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov.  Please be sure to reference Plan Review #48-
2026. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email or call me at (971) 200-0288. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Evan Hofeld, Regional Engineer 
OHA-Drinking Water Services 
Evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov  
 
CC:  Jon Creekmore, Falls City: jcreekmore@fallscityoregon.gov  
    

Encl.  -    Project Description 
- Project Final Approval Request Form 
- OAR 333-061-0050(9) Crossings – Sanitary Sewers and Water Lines 

  

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PLANREVIEW/Documents/project-update-form.pdf
mailto:evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:Evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:jcreekmore@fallscityoregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PLANREVIEW/Documents/project-update-form.pdf
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Project Description 
 
SRF SD-22-358: The 2025 Waterline Improvements project reviewed under PR#43-
2025 is part of a larger project funded, in part, under SRF SD-22-358.  The larger 
project involves approximately 5,000 ft of new 8-inch, 6-inch and 4-inch waterline, 
minor repairs to the concrete vaults at the water treatment plant, and replacement of 
all existing standard water meters.  The larger project was granted a Categorical 
Exclusion from further environmental review on March 31, 2025.  Other parts of the 
larger project are anticipated to be completed under a 2026 Waterline Improvements 
Project reviewed under plan review ID# 48-2026 (Categorical Exclusion was re-
affirmed to apply to the 2026 Waterline Improvements on March 30, 2026). 
 
The following items were conditions of the SRF loan:  

1. Operator Certification:  

a.  Acquire a certified cross connection control specialist as required for 

water systems serving 300 or more service connections (OAR 333-061-
0070(10)(d)).  

2. Water System Policies and Programs:  

a.  Prepare and submit a cross connection control Annual Summary Report 

as required. Ensure report is submitted by the end of March each year (OAR 
333-061-0070(10)(c)).  

b.  Update the water system’s written emergency response plan and 
operations manual to include infrastructure improvements associated with this 
project.  

 
Short-Term items to correct by October 1, 2023 included certifying to DWS delivery of 
CCRs to consumers (OAR 333-091-0043(6)(c)) for calendar years: 

-  2021, and 

-  2022 
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2026 Waterline Improvements: 
 
Submittal: On March 30, 2026 our office received plans for the 2026 Waterline 
Improvements project for Falls City (PWS ID#00297).  A payment in the amount of 
$3,300 for the plan review fee was also received on March 30, 2026.  A Conditional 
Approval letter was issued on March 31, 2026.   
 
The work involves waterline improvements and installation of primarily 8” diameter 
AWWA C-900 PVC waterline in 3 main areas as shown: 
 

1) Pine and 1st Streets., 

2) Mill Street, and 

3) Cameron Street and along 
Parry Rd and Fairview Street 
then south along Terrace 
Street. 
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Project Final Approval Request Form 
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OAR 333-061-0050(9) Crossings – Sanitary Sewers and Water Lines 
 

    

       
        

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/PLANREVIEW/Documents/OAR-333-061-0050.pdf

