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Public Health Division 

Center for Health Protection, Drinking Water Services 

Tina Kotek, Governor

April 23, 2026 
 
Gerald Fisher, PE 
gfisher@ci.independence.or.us  
555 S Main St,  
Independence, OR 97351 - Sent by email only - 

 
Re: 2019 POLK Well #4 – L131610 (POLK54296) – PR# 2019-38 
  City of Independence – PWS # 00399 
  Final Approval 

 
Dear Mr. Fisher: 
 
On April 15, 2026, our office received confirmation that the above project was completed 
according to the plans submitted and conditions set forth in the September 8, 2023 
conditional approval letter.  As-builts were received April 15, 2026 and revised nitrate 
blending treatment calculations were received on April 23, 2026. 
 
This verification completes the plan review requirements for Polk well #4 – L131610 
(POLK54296), designated as SRC-BE under an existing entry point (EP-B). Final approval 
is issued at this time, and the well is approved for use. Due to the addition of the new 
source, enclosed is information regarding increased monitoring including quarterly 
radionuclides, quarterly nitrate, and increased lead and copper tap sampling at 60 sites.  
The well evaluation results provided by our geologist, Tom Patte, and a project description 
are also enclosed.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 971-200-0288. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Evan Hofeld, Regional Engineer 
OHA-Drinking Water Services 
Evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov  
 
CC:  E. Payson Smith, PE, Westech Engineering: PSmith@westech-eng.com  
 Mathew Carpenter, Independence: carpenter.matthew@ci.independence.or.us  
Enclosures:   1. Monitoring requirements 

2. Well evaluation results 
3. Project Description 

mailto:gfisher@ci.independence.or.us
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00399
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00399
mailto:Evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:PSmith@westech-eng.com
mailto:carpenter.matthew@ci.independence.or.us
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Monitoring requirements for SRC-BE and EP-B (EP-A sampling is not shown) 
 
Due to the addition of the new well Polk #4 (SRC-BE), increased monitoring including 
quarterly radionuclides and nitrate sampling is shown in Table 1.  Source sampling 
detections are summarized in Table 2.  Increased lead and copper tap sampling at 60 
sites in the distribution system is required as shown in Tables 3 and 4.   
 

Table 1 – Initial Source (SRC-BA) & Entry Point (EP-B) Monitoring  
(including quarterly radionuclides, nitrate, & PFAS and monthly source assessment coliform sampling) 

Period => 
 

Year 1 (2026) 
 

Year 2* 
(2027) 

 
Year 3* 
(2028) 

1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter 

Sample 
Location => 

Source (SRC-BE) Entry Point (EP-B) 

Population 
10,300 as 

listed on Data 
Online for 

PWS ID 00399 
 

 Coliform 

 Nitrate, Nitrite 

 Arsenic 

 IOC 

 VOC 

 SOC 

 Radiological 

including uranium, 
gross alpha, and 
radium 226/228 
 
[Asbestos & 
Dioxin (waived 
7/22/19)] 

 Radiological 

 Nitrate (quarterly 

sampling is to 
demonstrate 
blending to reduce 
nitrate below the 
MCL of 10 mg/l) 
 

 Radiological 

 Nitrate 

(quarterly sampling 
is to demonstrate 
blending to reduce 
nitrate below the 
MCL of 10 mg/l) 

 VOC 

 SOC 

 PFAS** (Aug) 

 

 Radiological 

 Nitrate 

(quarterly sampling 
is to demonstrate 
blending to reduce 
nitrate below the 
MCL of 10 mg/l) 
 

 Nitrate 

 VOC 

 SOC 

 

 Nitrate 

 VOC 

 SOC 

 IOC 

 Arsenic 

 
 
 
 

*Sampling subject to changed based on previous sampling results. 
**Initial monitoring for PFAS remains unchanged and should be collected each quarter 2 to 4 months apart to complete the 1st and 3rd quarter 
sampling in 2026 as shown below and online at:  https://yourwater.oregon.gov/pfas.php?pwsno=00399 (UCRM data was credited for the 2nd and 4th 
quarter sample).   
 

 
 

 

Table 2 - Source Sampling Detections for well #4 (SRC-BE) 

Analyte Sample Date Detected Level MCL 

Lead 7/24/19 0.0039 mg/l (3.9 ppb) 10 ppb (90th percentile) 

Nitrate 7/24/19 18.5 mg/l 10 mg/l 

12/3/25 12.9 mg/l 

1/21/26 11.4 mg/l 

2/18/26 12.5 mg/l 

Sodium 7/24/19 11.5 mg/l 20 mg/l (SMCL) 

Radium 226/228 7/24/19 1.6 pCi/L 5 pCi/L 
  

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00399
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00399
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00399
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/pfas.php?pwsno=00399
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PFAS sampled at EP-A and EP-B on 2-2-26: 

 
 

Table 3 - Number of Lead and Copper Tap Sampling Sites (60)  
(based on populaiton served as required in Table 34 in OAR 333-061-0036) 

Number of people served by the water system Increased Number of Sample 
Locations 

Reduced Number of Sample 
Locations 

> 100,000 100 50 

10,001 to 100,000 60 30 

3,301 to 10,000 40 20 

501 to 3,300 20 10 

101 to 500 10 5 

< 100 5 5 

 

 
Table 4.  Required lead and copper sampling after Polk Well #4 (SRC-BE) is in use 

What Parameter Where When Purpose Enter 90th percentile lead 
(Pb90) & copper (Cu90), pH 
& alkalinity sample dates & 
results 

  Round 1 

Lead and Copper 
 

60 tap sample sites Round 1 –  
7/1/26 – 12/31/26 

Demonstrate the new well 
does not increase corrosion 
in the distribution system 

Round 1 Sample Date(s) ↓ 

 

Pb90  mg/l 

Cu90  mg/l 

  Round 2 

Lead and Copper 
 

60 tap sample sites Round 2 – 
1/1/27 – 6/30/27 

Demonstrate the new well 
does not increase corrosion 
in the distribution system 

Round 2 Sample Date(s) ↓ 

 

Pb90  mg/l 

Cu90  mg/l 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Well Evaluation Results – POLK54296 
 
A regional geologist with DWS (Tom Pattee) reviewed the well log construction details 
on March 31, 2022 and noted the following:  

 
(Note: the well will receive 4-log viral treatment at WTP-B, so monthly assessment 
monitoring is not needed) 

 
 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Tom Pattee) reviewed the well details and sample results on April 20, 2026 for the 
potential for a reduction in monitoring due to the wellfield and noted the following: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Project Description 
 
The project included installation of a pitless adapter well (SRC-BE Polk Well #4 - 
L131610 (POLK54296)), drilled to a completed depth of 63.5 feet on July 11, 2019 on 
Tax Lot 2009 approximatly 270-ft away from the Willamette River as shown in the 
proposed location map below.  Plans for associated piping and appurtenances to 
connect the well to the distribution system were also submitted.  
 
The water from this well combines with the other Polk Street/River Drive wells at Entry 
Point B (EP-B). Sampling results indicate that nitrate levels are over the maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) for this well. Plans submitted included details on the controls 
for blending the water from this well with water from other wells on the entry point to 
achieve nitrate levels below the MCL. A coliform sample result for the well showed the 
presence of total coliform, however, 4-log viral disinfection is provided at WTP-B. 
 

 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Blending recommendation to reduce nitrate levels. 
 

 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Well Log - L131610 (POLK54296) 
 

 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Water Rights Information – Limited License Application LL-1779 
The City intends to add Polk Well 4 to its existing water use permit, Permit G-12134 
and until approved by OWRD, a limited water use license will be sought. 

  
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Land Use Information 
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Test Results  
 
Asbestos and Dioxin Waiver Request: 

 

 
 

 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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Detections: 

Source Sampling Detections for well #4 (SRC-BE) 

Analyte Sample Date Detected Level MCL 

Lead 7/24/19 0.0039 mg/l (3.9 ppb) 10 ppb 

Nitrate 7/24/19 18.5 mg/l 10 mg/l 

12/3/25 12.9 mg/l 

1/21/26 11.4 mg/l 

2/18/26 12.5 mg/l 

Sodium 7/24/19 11.5 mg/l 20 mg/l (SMCL) 

Radium 226/228 7/24/19 1.6 pCi/L 5 pCi/L 

 
7/24/19 Sampling Results 
 

 
 

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296
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https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296


Page 18 of 19 
City of Independence (00399) – Final Approval – PR 2019-38 - POLK Well #4 – L131610 (POLK54296) 

April 23, 2026 

 

800 NE Oregon St., Ste 640, Portland, OR 97232-2162 
Voice: 971-673-0405 | Fax: 503-673-0694 

All relay calls accepted | www.healthoregon.org/dws 

10/9/2019 Sampling Results 
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2025/2026 nitrate sampling results used for blending recommendation calculations. 
 

  
 

        

https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/well_log/well_report.aspx?wl_county_code=POLK&wl_nbr=54296

