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Public Health Division 

Center for Health Protection, Drinking Water Services 

Tina Kotek, Governor

February 25, 2025 
 
Trevis Smith 
Keller Associates, Inc. 
tsmith@Kellerassociates.com 
 
Letter sent via email only 
 
Re: Groundwater Treatment Plant Tank Covers (PR#27-2025) 
 City of Newberg (PWS ID#00557) 

Conditional Approval 
 
Dear Mr Smith, 
 
Thank you for your submittal to the Oregon 
Health Authority’s Drinking Water Services 
(DWS) of plan review information for the 
Groundwater Treatment Plant Tank Covers for 
the City of Newberg. On February 13, 2025 our 
office received 90% plans and specifications 
needed to cover existing contact and filtration 
basins for Newberg’s groundwater source iron 
removal filtration plant (WTP-A).  On February 
14, 2025, I provided comments via email on the 
submittal and requested that a plan review fee 
be submitted.  A plan review fee payment in the amount of $825 was received on February 
24, 2025.  
 
The project includes the installation of steel structures to cover the existing filter basins and 
a flame-retardant polyethylene fabric cover over the existing contact basins. 
 
The plans are approved subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The finished structures and related air vents keep runoff from rain and snowmelt, 
rodents, birds, and insects out of the contact and filtration basins. 

2. Materials in contact with water in the basins are NSF-61 approved (the covers as 
designed do not appear to require any materials to be in contact with the water).  

mailto:tsmith@Kellerassociates.com
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=00557
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=00557
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In addition to the two listed conditions, I would consider adding the following three 
specifications in the design criteria for section 2.2 Fabrication (steel covers) and section 1.2 
Design Criteria (fabric covers).   
   

o All ventilation louvers and vents shall be screened with 24x24 (24 openings 
per inch) T-316 stainless steel mesh with 0.014” wire diameter or equivalent 
with a secondary outer course screen, louvers, or equivalent measures to 
protect the insect screen from damage. 

 
o Where possible, field applied paint, sealants (including thread sealants) and 

mastics shall be ANSI/NSF-61 approved or equivalent and in conformance 
with the manufacturer or supplier of the steel building and fabric cover 
components.  

 
o The contact basin structure shall be clad with a PFOA/PFAS-free flame-

retardant polyethylene fabric. 

 
Noted per the email below, the material supplier for the contact basin cover 
design confirmed that their fabric is PFAS/PFOA free. 
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I’ve also included screen shots below of other sections in the bid specifications that 
could apply to the recommended specifications. 
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Upon completion of the project, the 
engineer must verify in writing that 
construction was completed 
according to the submitted plans 
and conditions listed in this letter. 
 
Documentation demonstrating how 
the above conditions were met 
should reference Plan Review 
#27-2025. 
 
To close out a project and request 
final approval from DWS, please 
submit as-builts and a completed 
Project Final Approval request 
form and email them to me at 
evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov. 
  
If you have any questions, please 
feel free to email me at 
evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov  or 
call me at 971-200-0288. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Evan Hofeld, PE 
Regional Engineer 
Drinking Water Services 
 
CC:  City of Newberg: 

Will Worthy - Will.Worthey@newbergoregon.gov 
  Russ Thomas - russ.thomas@newbergoregon.gov 
  Pavil Snegirev - pavil.snegirev@newbergoregon.gov 
  Craig Pack - craig.pack@newbergoregon.gov 
 Keller Associates, Inc. 
  David Kinzer - dkinzer@Kellerassociates.com 
  Lucas Henry - lhenry@Kellerassociates.com  
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