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Public Health Division 

Center for Health Protection, Drinking Water Services 

Tina Kotek, Governor

December 11, 2024 
 
Julie Mettille 
julie@ambarestate.com  
Ambar Estate 
12550 NE Worden Hill Rd 
Newberg, OR 97132       Sent by email only. 

 
Re: PR# 154-2024 - Well #1 (L142249), pressure tank, and secondary treatment 
 Ambar Estate (PWS ID# 95750) – a new transient non-community system 
 Final Approval 
 
Dear Ms. Mettille, 
 
On November 1, 2024 our office received an “as-built” water system description, well log 
(YAMH58963), and land use approval information for a new wine tasting room called Ambar 

Estate located at 12550 NE Worden Hill Rd, Newberg, OR 97132 in Yamhill County 
(https://www.ambarestate.com/).  Plan review #154-2024 was assigned once we received the 
plan review fee payment of $825 on November 14, 2024.  The submitted materials were 
reviewed and the water facilities serving Ambar Estate have been granted Final 
Approval.  Details regarding this plan review, including a pdf of this letter, can be found on 
our website at: https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=95750. 
 
Water System ID# 95750: 
The water system was assigned Public Water System ID# 41-95750, viewable online at: 
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=95750 
A “new water system” letter was emailed on November 8, 2024 (enclosed). 
 
Water System Classification – TNC: 
Serving a single home and the tasting room facilities with an average daily population of 50, 
the system was classified as a Transient Non-Community (TNC) water system.  
 
Regulating Agency – Oregon Dept of Agriculture:  
Ambar Estate is licensed by the Oregon Dept. of Agriculture 
with regulatory oversight of the water system.   
 
   

mailto:julie@ambarestate.com
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=95750
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=95750
https://www.ambarestate.com/
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/planreview.php?pwsno=95750
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=95750
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/inventory.php?pwsno=95750


Page 2 of 17 
Ambar Estate (95750) – Final Approval (PR#154-2024) 

December 11, 2024 

 

800 NE Oregon St., Ste 640, Portland, OR 97232-2162 
Voice: 971-673-0405 | Fax: 503-673-0694 

All relay calls accepted | www.healthoregon.org/dws 

New System Capacity Assessment – no deficiencies: 
As part of the plan review process a new system Capacity Assessment was completed 
resulting in no deficiencies found.  A separate letter will be issued to relay the findings. 
 
Water Rights – Currently Not Required – Exempt Use: 
The water system water usage currently falls under an 
Exempt Use based on usage of less than 5,000 gallons 
per day, which means that water rights are not required 
at this time.  If water use exceeds 5,000 gallons per day, 
you should consult with Water Master Joel Plahn with the 
Oregon Water Resources Department. 
 
Water Facilities Approved – Well #1 (L142249), pressure tank, and treatment*: 
This plan review included a review of the following previously constructed facilities: 

1) Well #1 (L142249, YAMH58963) constructed on May 4, 2022 and equipped with a 
pitless adapter (adequately constructed into a confined aquifer).  Designated “SRC-AA” 

2) One 20-gallon Well Rite pressure tank (model #WR 60R); and 
3) Treatment for secondary contaminants (e.g. silica) consisting of: 

a. One Pentek cartridge filter equipped with an NSF-61 compliant ECP5-20BB   5-
micron cartridge filter for sediment removal.  

b. One Pentair Pentek PCC-1 phosphate water filter, 
c. One media filter containing NSF-61 AdEdge Bayoxide E33 granular ferric oxide 

media (designed for arsenic and heavy metals removal), 
d. One ion exchange media filter containing NSF-61 compliant ResinTech SBG2 ion 

exchange resin, capable of reducing alkalinity and removing nitrates and 
minerals like silica. 

e. One NSF-55 Class B compliant UV unit - Viqua Arros22 – S/N 240304509 with a 
VA22LU lamp (not credited with microbial disinfection because it is not an NSF-
55 Class A UV unit).  

      *Distribution piping on private property falls under the jurisdiction of local plumbing code. 
 
Well Evaluation – Adequate construction into a confined aquifer: 
A well evaluation completed by our geologist, Tom Pattee, on November 18, 2024 (enclosed) 
found the well to be adequately constructed into a deep confined aquifer having a low 
susceptibility to contamination from ground-level activities. 
 
  

Joel Plahn 
District 22 Watermaster 
Cell 503-508-2394 
joel.m.plahn@water.oregon.gov 

mailto:joel.m.plahn@water.oregon.gov
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Waivers – 2 waivers granted: 
The following two plan review/construction standard waivers were requested and granted: 

1) Waiver from engineered plans required under OAR 333-061-0060(1)(b) was granted. 
2) Waiver from meeting the 100-ft setback for the Ambar Estate parking lot shown in 

Figure 1 required under OAR 333-061-0050 (2)(a)(E) was granted (enclosed). 

 
Figure 1. 100-ft setback for NE Worden Hill Road and the Ambar Estate parking lot. 

Since the well is adequately constructed into a deep confined aquifer with low susceptibility to 
contamination from ground-level activities and NE Worden Hill Rd is bordered by an 
intercepting ditch, the well is deemed to be in compliance with OAR 333-061-0050(2)(a)(D), 
which requires wells to be located 100-ft away from roadways, unless constructed into a 
confined aquifer and protected from run-off and roadway spills. 
 
OAR 333-061-0060(1)(b) and OAR 333-061-0050(2)(a)(D) and (E) are enclosed for future 
reference. 
 
Ongoing monitoring required –quarterly & annual coliform bacteria and annual nitrate: 
Ongoing monitoring will include the following (viewable online at the links below).  The lab you 
previously used (Edge Analytical) is an approved lab. 
 

1) SRC-AA - One coliform sample taken each calendar year from the well prior to 
treatment (first sample due in 2025). The lab report should indicate this sample is 
taken at “SRC-AA for Well #1”) and should indicate “Source Assessment” as the 
sample type. 

2) EP-A - One nitrate sample taken each calendar year from a point immediately 
after treatment and at or prior to the first possible point of human consumption 
(first sample due in 2025).  The lab report should indicate this sample is taken at the 
entry point to the distribution system for Well #1 (i.e., “EP-A” for “Well #1”).  Health 
effects of nitrates in drinking water are available online at: 
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le-413201.pdf  

50-ft and 100-ft radii around well 

https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le-413201.pdf
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3) DIST-A - One coliform sample taken each calendar quarter from a point after 
treatment within the distribution system such as at a sink  (first sample due prior 
to 12/31/24) The lab reporting form should indicate that the sample is a “routine” 
sample taken of treated water in the distribution system (“DIST-A”) and should indicate 
where the sample was taken such as bathroom sink or other location. Health effects of 
coliform bacteria in drinking water are available online at: 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HealthyEnvironments/DrinkingWater/Monitoring/Docum
ents/health/colibact.pdf 

 
Sampling schedules are viewable on our website at the following links: 

- Coliform sampling: https://yourwater.oregon.gov/schedulescoliform.php?pwsno=95750 

- Nitrate sampling: https://yourwater.oregon.gov/scheduleschems.php?pwsno=95750  

 
Again, Final Approval has been issued at this time, concluding this plan review 
process, and the drinking water facilities are approved for use. Thank you for your 
cooperation and patience in this plan review process and if you have any questions, please 
feel free to call me at 971-200-0288 or email me at evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Evan Hofeld, Regional Engineer 
OHA-Drinking Water Services 
evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov 
 
CC:   

• Sarah Schwab, Oregon Dept. of Agriculture, sarah.schwab@oda.oregon.gov  

• Mellissa Wong, Yamhill County Public Health, wongm@yamhillcounty.gov  

• Joel Plahn, Oregon Water Resources Dept., joel.m.plahn@water.oregon.gov 

• Tommy Laird, Oregon Water Resources Dept., Tommy.K.Laird@water.oregon.gov  
 
Enclosures:  

• New Water System letter sent November 8, 2024. 

• Well Evaluation by Tom Pattee Completed November 18, 2024. 

• Oregon Administrative Rules associated with the waivers & road allowance under  
OAR 333-061-0060(1)(b) and OAR 333-061-0050(2)(a)(D) & (E), respectively. 

• Water system description. 

• Approved construction standard waiver form for the parking lot adjacent to Well #1.  

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HealthyEnvironments/DrinkingWater/Monitoring/Documents/health/colibact.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HealthyEnvironments/DrinkingWater/Monitoring/Documents/health/colibact.pdf
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/schedulescoliform.php?pwsno=95750
https://yourwater.oregon.gov/scheduleschems.php?pwsno=95750
mailto:evan.e.hofeld@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:Jane@doe.com
mailto:jane.doe@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:Jane@doe.com
mailto:sarah.schwab@oda.oregon.gov
mailto:wongm@yamhillcounty.gov
mailto:joel.m.plahn@water.oregon.gov
mailto:Tommy.K.Laird@water.oregon.gov
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New Water System Letter sent November 8, 2024 
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Well Evaluation Completed by Tom Pattee on November 18, 2024 
 

 
A well evaluation completed by our geologist, Tom Pattee, on November 18, 2024 found the 
well to be adequately constructed into a deep confined aquifer having a low susceptibility to 
contamination from ground-level activities as shown in his findings noted below. 
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Oregon Administrative Rules associated with the waivers & allowance granted for  
plan review requirements and construction standards under  

OAR 333-061-0060(1)(b) and OAR 333-061-0050(2)(a)(D) & (E), respectively. 
 

 

 

 
(A)    … 

   
 
Note: parking lots are considered long term vehicle storage because even though the same vehicles 
are not stored there, the parking spaces are anticipated to have vehicles parked in them a significant 
part of every year of operation. 
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Water System Description 
 
 
The water system primarily serves a new wine tasting room called Ambar Estate located at 12550 NE Worden 
Hill Rd, Newberg, OR 97132 in Yamhill County (https://www.ambarestate.com/).   
 
The system is considered a transient non-community system based on the system serving two connections, 
year-round, with an average daily population of 50 users, five of which are employees, two residents, and 
other users would be guests from the public.  
 
Source information, treatment, and a system schematic are shown below. 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ambarestate.com/
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Well #1 (L142249, YAMH58963) pitless adapter well constructed on May 4, 2022 
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Treatment System 
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NSF-61 compliant Well-Rite Model (WR60R) 20-gallon pressure tank 
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