
December 31, 2015 

Steven A. Wagner, MPH, Administrator Oregon Health Authority 

CC: Casey Lyon, Oregon Health Authority, Drinking Water Services 

       Betsy L. Parry, Region 2 Plan Review Coordinator 

       OHA Drinking Water Services 

      444 A Street, Springfield OR 97477 

 

Weiss Estates Water System Company OR 41-05581 

88567 Weiss Estates Lane 

Bandon OR 97411 

 

In response to the notice of violation and administrative order for Weiss Estates Water System Company 

Inc. dated 5/1/2015, we are asking for an extension  on Compliance Actions Nos. 1 and 2 to complete 

our corrective action plan, namely the chlorine tracer study. We have contacted Rob Henry of HBH 

Consulting to coordinate the tracer study and are awaiting his response. Compliance Actions Nos. 3 and 

4 have been completed. 

Although our water system has had elevated Disinfection Byproducts  over the last 12 months, the 

numbers have been improving. Each subsequent quarterly test for the MCL for TTHM and HAA5 has 

shown marked improvement over 2014. During the spring and summer months (second and third 

quarter testing) chlorine levels are more stable since water usage increases and rainfall decreases. Much 

less manual manipulation of acceptable free chlorine is needed. Also an improvement was noted after a 

thorough cleaning of the water storage tanks was completed this fall.  Winter brings its challenges with 

a decreased use of water and record rainfall which is increasing the turbidity in Fahy Lake, the source of 

Weiss Estates Water System’s water.  Also we have been advised that the organic matter in Fahy Lake 

may interact with the Seccua Membrane System used to treat our water and that some type of pre-

filtration may be needed to solve this problem. We are just beginning the research into pre-filtration 

treatment options and this research may take several weeks to complete. In addition there will be an 

engineering study to be completed to assess if such a system is indeed needed and which system will be 

the best for Weiss Estates depending on the cost of the system itself, costs associated with its 

maintenance and operation and ease of operation. The Seccua system is a challenge to operate and 

Weiss Estates does not have the financial means, knowledge or manpower necessary to operate another 

sophisticated system.  Please keep in mind that this water system only serves at full capacity 22 homes. 

We have no choice but to be dependent on the volunteer time of several homeowners (none of them 

engineers) to keep the system going. 

Our corrective action plan was as follows: 

1. We will have our five storage tanks professionally cleaned. This was accomplished during the fall 

of 2015. 

2. We are beginning the process of having a tracer study performed so that we have more accurate 

CT numbers. 

3. We will continue to closely follow the DBP results from the above actions during the quarterly 

testing in 2016. If we have still not achieved adequate reduction in DBP or the numbers are only 

slightly below the MCL we will then test for total organic carbon at intake water, post-treatment 

water and at a home at the end of our delivery system. 



4. If these studies indicate an ongoing problem with total organic carbon we will consider and 

discuss with DWS the options available to reduce the DBP levels, keeping in mind the financial 

cost of the corrective measures and the abilities of the volunteers maintaining the system, 

including but not limited to the advisability of pre-treatment of our water before the membrane 

system or flushing of the delivery system as necessary.  

 

We look forward to working with HBH Consulting and DWS to correct this problem and will do 

what is necessary to correct this problem in a manner satisfactory to all parties involved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Corinne Clifton 

President, Weiss Estates Homeowners Association 

 57259 Dodger Road 

Bandon OR 97411 


