Currently there are 2 ways to submit an electronic bacti sample result to the DWP:
Terminal Server
The lab uses Terminal Server client to login and use the same screen that DWP personal use. Samples are saved to the DWP database for processing. The lab can use a webpage to print out an excel file for their records
ASCII
A text file for a batch of samples is uploaded from the laboratory using a DWP file upload page. Samples are then processed by a DWP “custodian”.

Below are the current fields that make up a sample row in an ASCII electronic bacti sample submission


Below, the fields in bold are the fields that are difficult to automate for a laboratory
PWS

text 5

SampDate
text 8

LabSampID
text 20
SampType
text 1

SampSite
text 30

LabID

text 5

IsTOTPresent  integer 2

IsFEC

integer 2

IsEColi
integer 2

OriginalIDofRepeat   text 20
NumSamp
text 2
Chlorine
text 5
AnalysisMethod text 12
Here is an example of an ASCII submission
"01354","10/01/2007","20703595AA","P","1334 Willow Ct.","OR100033","N","N","E","2070434Z","1",”00.2”,"COLILERT"

OriginalIDofRepeat is difficult for a laboratory to automate because this field needs to exist with the sample info. Usually it doesn’t and the lab enters it by hand when filling out the paper sample submission. (update: our new system requires the OriginallabID(ORELAP) also of the lab that tested the original. Until we build this into the file upload process, it is suggested that these repeats be faxed or mailed.)

NumSamp is difficult because most samples are kept as single sample results. Oregon DWP allows a water system (ie Lab) to submit a “summary” of non-positive, routine, samples from the same day as one sample. The number of the first sample in the group is used and the DWP EDI process adds an incrimenting digit separated by a dash to the end of that sample id.
The history of DWP and electronic sample submission is a long one.

Each laboratory has many other clients besides drinking water systems and has other agenda and each laboratory has a different LIMS system. Some systems are easier to build adhoc query generators (and thus ASCII text files) than others. This all has to be taken into account when contacting a laboratory and requesting if they would like to submit samples electronically. To some labs, this is not considered an improvement to their current method of sample results submission.


Some possible reasons a lab does not wish to submit samples electronically:
· It is not convenient to query their LIMS and generate the text file.
The majority of their clients (the PWSs) choose to mail the results in (for whatever reason).

· It is not required by law.

· It would require duplicate sample results data entry and thus would cost more.

· They don’t have employees (available) capable of troubleshooting ASCII file problems.

Some possible reasons a lab would like to send their sample results in electronically:

· They can modify their LIMS with no problem
· They don’t have to fill out the paper sample submission forms

· It is a selling point to offer this service (quicker turnaround)

· All submissions are in more compact, trackable packages (versus separate paper submissions).







